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URBAN ROOTS APPLICATION  page 1
 PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
   

 

Urban Root s, a program  of Yout hLaunch, br ings toget her yout h t o m ake a difference in 
the lives of people in Aust in.   By growing fresh, organic veget ables, young people work  
toget her as a team  to serve ot hers, learn farm ing and business skills, explore issues of 
hunger  and com m unity , learn how to eat  and cook in healt hy ways, challenge t hem selves, 
and have fun!  
 
Who WeÕre Looking For   

You might make a great Urban Roots intern if you … 
¥ Will be between 14 and 16 years old by February 1, 2008. 
¥ Are willing to work hard and challenge yourself. 
¥ Can commit 12 hours a week to Urban Roots  from February 9- May 20 and 35 hours per week 

from June 2-July 11.  Saturdays are included in both the spring and the summer.  
 

What You Get  Out of  It  
As an intern you will … 
¥ Grow food for the community. 
¥ Donate and prepare food at soup kitchens. 
¥ Sell food at Farmers’ Markets and farm stands. 
¥ Receive training in farming, cooking, public speaking, job skills, and team work. 
¥ Enjoy the support of a close-knit group of other youth. 
¥ Participate in a job that will strengthen your resume. 

 
What to Do if  You Are Int erest ed 

!   1.  Read the Urban Roots brochure – online at www.youthlaunch.org/programs/urbanroots.php   

!  2.  Give the Recommendation Form (page 5) to an adult you know well who is not your parent  
and ask them to fill it out and send it to Urban Roots by January 25th.  Be respectful by asking  
them early and giving them enough time to work on this.  

 
!   3.   Fill out the application. 

!   Fill out the front page of the application (page 2)  
!   Answer the application questions on pages 3 and 4.  

 
!   4.  Mail the completed application (pages 2, 3, and 4) to Urban Roots  

       Send to:  YouthLaunch – Urban Roots 
The Application Deadline is January 25th, 2008!  7756 Northcross Drive, Suite 203 
        Austin, TX 78757 

!  5.  Mark your calendars for your Interview.  
Mark the interview date on your calendar and tell your parents about it. 

¥ Saturday February 2nd  at the Carver Library, 1161 Angelina, Austin, TX 78702 * 
Mark your preference for your interview time on the bottom of the next sheet. 
We will do our best to give you the interview time that you ask for, but cannot promise it. 
Once we receive your application, we will call you to tell you your interview time. 

 
Get your application to Urban Roots!   
We must have it by January 25th! 
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APPLICATION FORM 
URBAN ROOTS APPLICATION, PAGE 2 

   
 
 

 

Contact  Information   (Please Write Neatly.) 

Name: First                                              Middle Initial              Last                                                               .                                                

Nickname/Name you like to be called                                                       . 

Mailing Address:    

City:     Zip:     Email:   

Phone: Home    Cell:   

Personal Information 

Birth date:  Current Age:  Sex: !  Female     !  Male           T-Shirt size  ______ 

Ethnicity:                                       Spanish fluency:                      Social Security Number                     -               -                     . 

U.S. Citizen? If no, can you legally work in the United States?   

Living Arrangements & Transportation 

I live with:   

Do the people who answer the phone at your residence speak English?   

My primary means of transportation is:  !  my own vehicle which I drive  !  Other:   

Education.  Please check all that apply and provide the information indicated. 

!  I am currently enrolled in high school as a:  " freshman  " sophomore  " junior  " senior  " G.E.D.  " Other:   

Name of school/program: ___________________________ Expected Date of Graduation:  Month  __________ Year _______ 

Legal Guardianship.  Please check all that apply and provide the information indicated. 

!  Name of Parent(s)Legal Guardian(s):  ____  Daytime phone:________________ 

Cell phone(s): _______________________________________     Email address: __________________________________                  

Emergency Contact   

Name:   Relationship:  Phone:  

References.  Please list 2 adults you know well who are not related to you, such as a teacher, coach, employer, minister.  You will need to 
choose one of them to complete the Recommendations Form (see page 5). 
 
Name:   Relationship:  Phone:  

Name:   Relationship:  Phone:  

Where/ How did you hear about the Urban Roots program?   
 
Interview Time Preference for Saturday February 2nd     (Circle One)           10:00-11:30am            12:30pm-2:00pm 
We will do our best to give you the interview time you ask for, but cannot promise it. 

 

URBAN ROOTS 
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Urban Roots 
Application Questions 

 
We want to know who you are!  Think carefully about your personal answers to these 
questions.  Write as completely as you can, and try to use all of the space provided.  You may 
attach a separate sheet if  you need more room.  Please write neatly. 
 
1.  Why do you want to be a member of Urban Roots?  What interests you about Urban Roots? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2.  TELL ABOUT A TIME WHEN YOU HELPED SOMEONE OR A GROUP OF PEOPLE.  WHAT WAS THE SITUATION AND 
WHAT DID YOU DO?  HOW DID YOU FEEL ABOUT IT?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PAGE 3 
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3. WHAT DO YOU THINK IS HARD ABOUT WORKING IN A TEAM WITH OTHER PEOPLE?  WHAT IS GOOD ABOUT 
WORKING IN A TEAM? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4.  AT URBAN ROOTS, WE SET INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP GOALS. HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO GROW AS A PERSON 
THROUGH THE PROGRAM?  HOW CAN URBAN ROOTS HELP YOU DO THAT?  WHAT DO YOU WANT TO GET OUT OF 
THIS JOB? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
THANK YOU!  IF THERE IS ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE US TO KNOW, FEEL FREE TO ATTACH ANOTHER SHEET OF 
PAPER. 
Once your application is complete, you may fax your application to 512-420-0058, email to               
mevans@youthlaunch.org or mail it to 7756 Northcross Dr. Suite 203, Austin TX 78757.                              Page 4 

 

If you have any additional questions, please contact Mike Evans. 
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RECOMMENDATION FORM 

URBAN ROOTS APPLICATION, PAGE 5 
   

 

 

YOUTH: 
1. Put YOUR NAME HERE:  

2. Give this form to an adult who knows you well but who is not a member of your family, such as a 
teacher, coach, employer, minister, etc.  You may make copies of this form to give to more than 
one adult. 

3. Explain to the person why you want to work for Urban Roots. 

4. Ask that person to fill out the reference and mail it to Urban Roots. 
 

REFERENCE IS DUE BY:  JANUARY 25th  
 

REFERENCE WRITER: 
Thank you for taking the time to offer your perspective on this youth!  Please follow these steps: 

1. Read the fact sheet on the back of this page. 

2. Fill in the requested information below and answer the four questions at the bottom of the page. 

3. Mail or fax this form and your reference to Mike Evans at Urban Roots.  
          Feel free to email your reference letter instead;  please be sure to include the below  
          information along with your reference. 
 

Address:   YouthLaunch – Urban Roots  Email:  mevans@youthlaunch.org 
 7756 Northcross Dr., Suite 203   
 Austin, TX 78757    Fax:  (512) 420-0058 
 

If you have any questions, contact Mike Evans, Co-Program Coordinator, at (512) 342-0424 
 

Name:    

Organization:     Job Title:   

Telephone:    Email:   
 

 
Please answer the following questions as fully as possible.  Attach your answers to this sheet. 
 

1. How long have you known the applicant, and in what capacity?  What do you know about the 
applicant’s work habits, learning style and role in group dynamics? 

 
2. How do you feel Urban Roots could serve this young person? 

 
3. In your opinion, how could this young person serve Urban Roots? 

 
4. Please give us any other information that might be useful to working with this young person. 

 

URBAN ROOTS 
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FACT SHEET FOR REFERENCE WRITERS 
URBAN ROOTS APPLICATION, PAGE 6 

   

 
Urban Roots brings together youth to make a difference in the lives of people in Austin.  By growing 
fresh, organic vegetables, young people work together as a team to serve others, learn farming and 
business skills, explore issues of hunger and community, learn how to eat and cook in healthy ways, 
challenge themselves, and have fun! 
 

Who Do We Hire? 
¥ 15 youth, ages 14-17  

 

Why Do We Hire Them? 
¥ We bring together youth to learn about themselves, others, and to serve and educate the 

community 
¥ We hire a mix of high-achievers, youth struggling to get by, and youth walking the middle 

road: our goal is to break down the walls that exist between these youth by having them 
work together. 

¥ We are looking for a commitment to the mission of Urban Roots, and a willingness to work 
hard. 

 

What Do They Do? 
¥ Work Saturdays and two days per week after-school from February 9- May 20.   
¥ Work full-time for six weeks from June 2-July 11. 
¥ Learn to grow vegetables on our 1-acre urban farm. 
¥ Prepare the food they have grown in a soup kitchen, periodically in the spring and once a 

week in the summer. 
¥ Help run our farmers’ markets and farm stands in Austin. 

 

How is the Program Structured? 
¥ Youth work together with two adult supervisors. 
¥ Each youth signs a contract at the beginning of the spring and receives weekly or bi-weekly 

feedback from their supervisors.  Each youth receives feedback from their peers a few times 
during the program.   

¥ The Urban Roots program is highly structured and supervised. 
¥ Youth receive $50-$60 per day for a full day of work (Saturdays in the spring and every day 

in the summer) and $12-$15 for after school work, which is usually about 2 hours.  First year 
interns will start off on the low-end of that pay scale; second and third year interns can apply 
for the higher end of that pay scale.     

 

Do They Farm All the Time? 
¥ No, this is a youth development program as well as a job.  We spend  a third to a half of 

each full day engaged in other activities.  
¥ We hold workshops on job skills (such as money management), cooking, sustainable 

agriculture, hunger, food access, and diversity issues (stereotypes, personal identity, and 
group affiliation). 

¥ We are constantly engaging youth in team-building activities. 
¥ At the beginning of the spring and summer, each youth sets person goals and we support 

each other in reaching them.   
 

How Can You Help? 
We receive more applications than we can accept. We have to give preference to applicants whose 
materials, including their reference, arrive on time.  For the sake of this young person, please be sure to 
get your reference to us as soon as possible.  We also encourage you to check in with this young 
person through the spring and summer, should they be accepted, to see about their progress 
throughout the program.  Thanks for all your help! 

URBAN ROOTS 


